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COVENANT'S
Intentional
Interim Pastor

Covenant will be welcoming a
new Intentional Interim Pastor,
Rev. John Payne, officially due
to begin next month. This is the
result of many evening
interviews and conversations
with available interim pastors by
a 3-member Session panel.
The panel presented their
recommendation to the Session
in a called meeting on Monday,
October 15, 2007. The Session
unanimously  approved the
recommendation by the 3-
member panel. You will learn
more in the upcoming days
regarding this important event!

This is part of the process Rev.
Richard Short, explained at a
meeting of the congregation on
Sunday, September 30, 2007.
Covenant members also
received letters regarding the
process

At the end of this process
(minimum 1 year), it is expected
that Covenant Presbyterian will

be a better, stronger church.
Many members have
expressed that they look

forward to the exciting times
ahead!!

THIS MONTH ON
NOVEMBER 11™IS
NEW CONSECRATION
SUNDAY

New Consecration Sunday is
based on the biblical philosophy
of the need of the giver to give
for his or her own spiritual
development, rather than on the
need of the church to receive.
Instead of treating people like
members of a social club who
should pay dues, we will treat
people like followers of Jesus

Christ who want to give
unselfishly as an act of
discipleship.

New Consecration Sunday
encourages people toward
proportionate and systematic
giving in response to the
question, “What percentage of
my income is God calling me to
give?” During morning worship
on Consecration Sunday, we
are asking our attendees and
members to make their financial
commitments to our church’s

missionary, benevolent, and
educational ministries in this
community and around the

world.

LIGHT

"A candle loses
nothing by lighting
another candle. A

person only
gains light by
bringing light into
another's life."
- Unknown author —

ART OF GIVING

“How can we expect our

children to know and
experience the joy of giving
unless we teach them that
the greater pleasure in life
lies in the art of giving
rather than receiving”

- James Cash Penny —

See Covenant’s website to
inform you as events unfold:
www.covenant913.net
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Happy
Thanksgiving

To all our Covenant Family!
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STEWARDSHIP

PLANTING “SEEDS” OF FAITH

Giving pleases God.

God is concerned about your giving — of time and

money. It is a reflection of His prominence in your
life.

God loves a cheerful giver.

Each man should give what he has decided in his
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9:7). Only the
people involved can be sure that they are giving at a
level such that, after the gift is made, they can rejoice
in having given it. Christians' giving is to be governed
by grace, not controlled by some misplaced legalism.

Giving is one of the great
delights of life. It gives joy to the giver, and
it brings happiness to the recipient. Jesus advised His
disciples before He sent them on the ministry trip:
Freely you have received, freely give (Matthew 10:8).
Because Christ freely gave His life for us, we should
be generous in our giving.

Give God's resources. God has infinite
resources and that which we give is not ours, but His.
If Christ is really Lord of all, then He will be Lord of
your checkbook and Day-Timer as well. When you're
willing to give freely, out of recognition that you are
God's possession, then you are offering to the world a
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powerful testimony of your transformed nature and
your Father's generosity.

Time - not money = is your most
valuable asset. Time is life itself. It is
more valuable than precious metals, stocks, or real
estate. It represents your remaining time on earth - a
gift from God. Your time is the expression of your life
in action. Since time is convertible to other things,
like cash, then you need to treat your time with as
much respect as you would the most valuable material
asset.

It's easier to give your money.
When you are ready to yield your time back to God,
then He can be sure your life is fully His. If you're
willing to give your money, but not your time, then
you prove that you're still attempting to own what
actually belongs to God.

You are valuable. God made you from a
few cents' worth of raw materials, yet He poured into
you His time, His creativity, His genius for design in
order to fashion you as a unique individual, and His
private property. Every moment that He gives you,
youre faced with the choice to affirm God's
ownership of you (your time and your money) or to
deny His ownership by affirming it for yourself.
When you yield to God's absolute Lordship in your
life, you will experience delight and joy and divine
surprises.

Give expectantly. God intends for us not
only to give cheerfully and generously, but also to
gain great satisfaction and blessing from our giving.
Give and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will
be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use,
it will be measured to you (Luke 6:38). God multiplies
the resources we give in His name, and because of this
you can expect wonderful "returns" as a result of your
giving. Needs are met, the church is built up, and it
all results in thanksgiving to God.

This stewardship article was retrieved from the Internet. J.
Raymond Albertson, Associate Professor of New Testament,
International School of Theology, California, U.S.A wrote it.
The clipart was not included with the article, but was also
downloaded from the Internet.
Miller.

The task ahead of us is never as
great as the Power behind us.

Style and placement by Liz
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TALENT IS
GOD'S GIFT

All too often "stewardship" is
associated too closely with
finances. While it does take
finances to operate a church
organization, it is the gifts of
time and talent that build the
"church". Without generous
gifts of time and talent from the
congregation, there would be
little life within our church.

God has entrusted each of us
with many talents. These talents
or gifts can be used to benefit
God's Kingdom. It is up to each
of us to choose what we do with
our talents.

Don't hide your talents. And
don't let your talents hide from
you - seek them out. It takes
many talents to do God's work
in our church. Unused talents
cannot be passed on or given to
others. If we don't use them,
they are wasted. How
disappointed God, the giver of
our talents, must be when our

talents left unused and

wasted.

are

You have many talents and
countless opportunities to use
your talents in God's work.
Talent is something you can use
over and over again and never
run out.

Remember, you do make a
difference and your difference
will make a difference in our
church.

What you are is God's Gift

to you. What you become
is your gift to God.

TIME - IT GOES
BY QUIGKLY

We do not own time. Time is a
gift from God to us, to be used
for His glory. So, how can we
say that we do not have time to
pray? How can we not have
time to study God's Word?
How can we not have time to

reach out to the hurting, the
poor, and the unbelieving?
How 1is it possible, if time
belongs to God, that we do not
have time to read and study
about what i1s happening in the
kingdom of God here on earth?

Time begins to be understood in
context when we start putting
God first, and practice His
presence. When we begin to be
aware that God is with us
wherever we go and in whatever

we do, then our concerns and
interests will begin to fade, and
God's concerns will begin to
manifest themselves in our
attitudes and priorities.

Do you have time for God? If
not, where did you get all the
time you are managing? If
you've ever wondered why life
is sometimes such a mess,
maybe it's because the wrong
person is in charge of your time.

“LET GOUVENANT BE THE CHURCH JESUS LOVES™

Ephesians 5:25-32

Is it enough to just love the church, the people, programs, and prestige? Or must we love the church
that Jesus loves? Do you love Covenant Presbyterian Church?

Many can say, "Well | like the Covenant but ...." The statement is looking to tell what's wrong with
the church. Each of us could make a list of "what is wrong with Covenant" from the general to the
specific. But anyone can point out problems!

What we need today is people who are willing to love the church Jesus loves!

church is that? One that is perfect? No. The church Jesus loves:
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m Is aLloving Church
m Is a Glorious Church
m Is a Nourishing Church

And what kind of
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101 BILL ";'Lk.'-.-i.' I ‘.I‘I-'-.
CLAIR TOLIVER

LORD H ELP U S COVENANT'S FELLOWSHIP HALL
NOVEMBER 30, 2007
6:00 P.M.
GOOD FOOD &
GREAT FUN!

Sometimes you find romance in places you'd never
imagine! In this hilarious romp, unlucky-at-love Kayla
and her best buddy Jewels help a recently widowed
Baptist minister regain his flock and his life as they battle
a scandalous rumor.

Starring newcomer Bill Toliver, Nadia Turner (American
Idol), Joe Clair (BET's Rap City), Debra Wilson (MADtv,
Scary Movie 4) and Amentha Dymally (Baby Boy) with
appearances by Omar Gooding, Al Jarreau, Tico Wells,
) Sam Sarpongthls touching story of love, family and

FAITH SHOWED THEM THE WAY.

PW CROCHET
WORKSHOP

Saturday, November 24, 2007
9:00 A.M.
Join us as we start our new hands on Prayer Shawls
mission project.
If you are interested in learning how to crochet please
come
Bring a bag lunch/beverage provided
Cost of Workshop is $5.00

Please R.S.V.P by November 15, 2007 to
Covenant@Covenant913.net
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. You are invited to join us each Wednesday
e evening for Dinner and Bible Study
beginning:

Wednesday
December 5, 2007
9:00-6:30 p.m.

The cost of dinner is $5.00 or bring your
own. Beverage is provided. Please R.S.V.P
to: covenant@covenant913.net by
November 15 to purchase your workbook.

IS tithing voluntary?

Everyone who honors God by obeying
His instructions does so on a voluntary
basis. God never forces anyone to act
against his or her will. At the same time,
however, He expects us to tithe and
equates failure to tithe with robbing Him
(Malachi 3:8). Nor does God allow us to
arbitrarily decide the minimum amount
humans should give Him. Through His
tithing system He reveals the minimum
amount we should return to Him from all
He gives us. Since God is our Creator
and because everything belongs to Him
(Psalm 24:1; Haggai 2:8), He has the
. right to establish this system of financial
“"' .| support for His spiritual purposes.
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2008
Melinda Harris
Margie Haynes

LeAnne Kerry
(Term ends 1/2008)

2009
Shelia Adams
Elizabeth Miller
Marty Miller
(Term ends 1/2009)

2010
Marjorie Johnson
Genoa McPhatter

Vivian Moore
(Term ends 1/2010)

OFFICER CLASSES CALLED SESSION MEETING

At a called Session meeting on October 15,
2007, the Session approved having a
congregational meeting for the purpose of
reducing the number of elders and deacons
from nine to six via attrition due to the small
membership of Covenant.

At the called congregational meeting held on
Sunday, October 28, the congregation
approved by a unanimous vote to reduce the
elders and deacons from nine to six by way of
attrition.

ANNOUNGEMENTS

WITNESS COMMITTEE

2008
Jeanette Moses
Eva Rice
Orlander Whitaker
(Term ends 1/2008)

2009
Francine Dozier
SherNita McFarlin
Elnora Ruffin
(Term ends 1/2009)

2010
Helen Lewis
William Shepperson
Robert Thompson
(Term ends 1/2010)

NOTE: The above appears in
THE INSPIRER for
informational purposes.
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On Sunday, November 18, 2007 at five o'clock
in the evening the Norfolk State University
Concert Choir will be featured in a performance
at Covenant Presbyterian Church. Dr. Carl
Haywood is choir director, and Mr. Terry
Butler is his assistant. This annual event,
sponsored by the Witness Committee, is free
and open to the public. Refreshments will be
served. Come and celebrate this internationally
acclaimed choir!
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YOU SAY
You say: "
You say: "I'm too tired"”
You say:

You say: "

You say:

You say: "
You say: "
"I can't forgive myself"
You say: "
"I'm afraid"

You say:

You say:
You say: "
You say: "
You say: "

November 2007

GOD HAS A POSITIVE ANSWER

(KEEP THIS HANDY LITTLE CHART)

It's impossible™

""Nobody really loves me"*

| can't go on"

"I can't figure things out™
You say: "

| can't do it"
I'm not able™
It's not worth it"

| can't manage"

I'm always worried and frustrated"

I'm not smart enough™
| feel all alone™

God says:
God says:
God says:
God says:
God says:
God says:
God says:
God says:
God says:
God says:

GOD SAYS
God says:
God says:
God says:
God says:

All things are possible

I will give you rest
I love you
My grace is sufficient

I will direct your steps

You can do all things

I am able

It will be worth it

| Forgive you

I will supply all your needs

I have not given you a spirit of fear
Cast all your cares on ME

I give you wisdom

I will never leave you or forsake you

BIBLE VERSES
(Luke 18:27)

(Matthew 11:28-30)
(John 3:16 & John 3:34)

(Il Corinthians 12:9 & Psalm
91:15)

(Proverbs 3:5-6)
(Philippians 4:13)
(Il Corinthians 9:8)
(Roman 8:28)
(I John 1:9 & Romans 8:1)
(Philippians 4:19)
(I Timothy 1:7)
(I Peter 5:7)
(I Corinthians 1:30)
(Hebrews 13:5

OCTOBER

14™ Leon Kerry
25" Shernita McFarlin
29" Shelia King Adams
29" LaQuisha Eason

Apologies to members born in October whose
birthdays were not published in the October
INSPIRER:

HAPPY BELATED BIRTHDAYI!!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
NOVEMBER

1% Mary Urquhart
20" Orlander Whitaker
22"4 Carmen Thompson

27" Ortaisha Brinkley

NOTE: birthdays are also listed on Covenant’s
website: covenant913.net.
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
913 Covenant Street - Norfolk, VA 23504

Voice: (737) 623-1875 - Fax (737) 623-1838

Website: www.covenant913.net —

Email covenant@covenant913.net

Place
Stamp
Here

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

NO EXCUSE SUNDAY: DEDICATED TO
MISSING CHURCH MEMBERS!

® To make it possible for everyone to attend
church next Sunday, we are going to have a
special "No Excuse Sunday".

e Cots will be placed in the foyer for those who
say, "Sunday is my only day to sleep in."

e There will be a special section with lounge
chairs for those who feel that our pews are too
hard.

¢ Eye drops will be available for those with tired
eyes from watching TV late Saturday night.

e We will have steel helmets for those who say,
"The roof would cave in if I ever came to
church."

¢ Blankets will be furnished for those who think
the church is too cold, and fans for those who
say it is too hot.

e Scorecards will be available for those who wish
to list the hypocrites present.

¢ Relatives and friends will be in attendance for
those who can't go to church and cook dinner,
too.

e We will distribute "Stamp Out Stewardship”
buttons for those that feel the church is always
asking for money.

® One section will be devoted to trees and grass
for those who like to seek God in nature.
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Doctors and nurses will be in attendance for
those who plan to be sick on Sunday.

The sanctuary will be decorated with both
Christmas poinsettias and Easter lilies for those
who never have seen the church without them.
We will provide hearing aids for those who
can't hear the preacher and cotton for those who
can!




